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commandos have overpowered the sarong-
clad, unshod, unkempt Tigers. They enter the
LTTE camp, uproot the red flag with the
insignia of the roaring tiger and plant the Sri
Lankan national flag in its place.

“Strewn all around are bodies of militants
with the commandos suffering no casualties.
Their task accomplished, they jump into a
military truck and are on the way to their next
mission.

“Completely awe-struck, the crowds break
into loud applause as the commandos
disappear in a cloud of dust at the end of their
little pantomime, the climax to a two-hour
long military tattoo in Hingarangoda, held to

inspire young men and women to join the .

armed forces.

* *“For over a month now, such tattoos have
been held in various parts of the country in
the hope that the mix of patriotism, adventure
and machismo portrayed in these shows will
bring youngsters to the recruitment hut in
droves.

+ “At every tattoo, there is a small enclosure
in one comer of tl_le ground where men and
women can walk in and give their names to
the. corporal waiting at the desk, his register
open. Unfortunately, in this small town, at the
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Here, for instance, is what one reporter
filed for her paper after witnessing such an
entertaining spectacle last August.

“Deep thudding sounds from exploding
mortar shells and-the sharp chatter of
automatic guns fill the air as military
commandos swing down from 2 tree and take
on a bunch of LTTE militants in hand-to-hand
combat.

“Both sides mercilessly rain bullets on each
other but within minutes, the smartly-dressed

end of the tattoo, only five men gavc' in their
names. d

“(And that, after) the master of the
ceremonies exhorted the townspeople, who
had turned up in huge numbers for the show,
to strengthen the hands of the govemment in
its fight against the LTTE. “We require your
support to end the war. The LTTE conscripts
at least one child from every family, but we
are not doing that, we only want you to
encourage your children to join the armed
forces,” he said. P

The accounts were the same at other
tattoos, too. In Puttalam, for instance, where
the numbers who signed up were equally
paltry, one young boy, i declining to be a
patriot, said: “I don’t want to die to protect
Colombo.” Clearly, even the 7,000 rupees
offered as 2 monthly salary was not an
attractive carrot.
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