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"In 1991, Chechnya's independence
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Vachagavev, went further.

“They are deeply mistaken if they

think Maskhadov will give up
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On  winning  the 1975
Kankesanthurai by-election,
token plebiscite, S.J.V.

Chelvanéyakam, Leader of the

Tamil Eelam nation declared:
Through out the ages the Sinhalese
and Tamils in the country lived as dis-
tinct sovereign people ftill they were
brought under foreign domination. It
should be remembered that the Tamils
were in the vanguard of the struggle
for independence in the full confi-
dence that they also will regain their
freedom. We have for the last 25 years
made very effort to secure our political
rights on the basis of equality with the
Sinhalese in a united Ceylon. It is
regrettable fact that successive
Sinhalese governments have used the
power that flows from independence
to deny us our fundamental rights and
reduced us to the position of a subject
people. These governments have been
able to do so only by using against the
Tamils the sovereignty common to the
Sinhalese and the Tamils. I wish to
announce to my people and to the
country that I consider the verdict at
this election as a mandate that the
Tamil Eelam nation should exercise
the sovereignty already vested in the
Tamil people and become free. On
behalf of the Tamil United Front, I
give you my solemn assurance that we
will carry out this mandate.
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