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“We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ-
ence because of the systematic oppres-
sion of our people by the Sri Lankan

state...” -
- Velupillai Pirabakaran,
Leader of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam

TowardsfapusiReace

or just a Peace Offensive?

November 1994 Published by the International Federation of Tamils

ri Lanka helicopters which rained down
bombs on the Tamil people have now taken
to dropping leaflets. It appears that some of
President Chandrika Kumaratunga’s ad
visers believe that where bombs failed to
quell Tamil resistance, leaflets may succeed in advancing
the peace process.

“WE WILL ENSURE THAT OUR APPROACH TO PEACE In the days before the Sri Lanka government delegation’s visit
WILL FULLY ADDRESS THE NECESSITY TO SAFE- to Jaffna for the first round of talks on October 14, tens of
GUARD AND STRENGTH EN THE RIGHTS OF THE % thousands of leaflets, in English and Tamil, were dropped by Sri
= - ol Lanka army helicopters all over the peninsula. The leaflets pro-

SINHALA PEQPLE, while recognising dlgmty, self claimed that ‘sunshine had moved into the lives of the Tamil
respect and equality of treatment for all communities. people’* in the form of 28 items that had been taken out of the

This will form the essential basis of a negotiated banned list, includingforeignsoaps, audio cassettes and medicine.
- . T : The leaflet ended by giving someseemingly ‘altruistic’ advice to
solution to the ethnic problem. the Tamil people: ‘However dear brothers and sisters, we mustnot

(President Chandrika Kumaratunga’s Address on her _ forget that if pcace negotiations fail to take place or take place and

election victory Sri Lanka State Controlled then fails, it is you who would suffer most. So what you have todo
' is to prevail upon the LTTE to keep negotiating with the

Sunday Observer, 13 November 1994) J government, until peace is achieved soon.’ (please see back page

THE FORMULA
- as betore?

The desire of some of President Chandrika Kumaratunga’s
advisers to tell the Tamil people that sunshine had moved into their
lives in the form of foreign soaps, audio cassettes and medicine
may be understandable. But manyTamils may well have wondered
at the veiled threat that it was they who would suffer most if

‘Tomorrow it may be negotiations break down. Afterall it was not as if the war had not

taken its toll of Sinhala lives and of the Sinhala economy. Prime

-
tlme to tlll‘n over the Minister Chandrika Kumaratunga herself told the Sinhala people
. uring her Presidential TV campai ech in early November:
houl’ glass, during csidential campaign speec y

- . : ““To continue the military effort much longer we require
“The Sri Lanka Navy..seems t_o have been ignored in the _ thousands of more soldiers.yWould you agreegto compu(llsory
building up of the security machine. .. Should things not go the ' conscription of all youths - I repeat - of all youths irrespective
desired way, the Navy may be called upon to do their duty by of who their parents are over the age of 18 years as is the
their brother soldiers... Let them not allow red tape to tie their practisein all war torn countries? How do you propose to find
hands. As a senior security officer said, °.. let them not hesitate sufficient funds for the crying developmental needs of the
to use their funds in procuring materials for the defence of the nation while the country’s income is massively poured out

country. Tomorrow it may be time to turn over the hour glass.”” incessantly into the war effort?”’
- R.T.F Security Report, SriLanka State Controlled Sunday Observ- The veiled threat may have even led Tamils in the peninsula
er, 16 October 1994 to reflect that though ‘gift’ horses should not be looked in the
: mouth, there may be anced to be wary of Greeks whenthey come
“.. if talks fail, we will have to pursue a military bearing gifts. In October 1987, the IPKF oo resoried to the tactic

solution. " - Anuruddha Ratwatte, Sri Lanka of dropping thousands of leaflets, telling the Tamil pcople about

Deputy Defence Minister quoted in the Sinhala ' the goodwill mission on which they had come. Futurc cvents will
owned Sri Lanka Sunday Times, 16 October 1994 reveal theextentof RAW’s influence within President Chandrika
' Kumaratunga’s circle of adviscrs.

Mcanwhilc, it scems that some, at lcast, of President Chandrika
Kumaratunga’s currcnt adviscrs belicve that the pcace process

will be advanced by cfforts to scparatc the Tamil people from the
continued on page 7

Nctworking to sccure international recoqnition of Tamils’ right to sclf determination




November 1994

NETWORK

Page 2

n 1972 the Coalition
Government (of the
SLFP, the LSSP and
Communist Party)led
by Prime Minister
Srimavo Bandaranaike re-
named Ceylon, Sri Lanka, re-
moved the constitutional pro-
tection afforded by section 29
of the earlier Soulbury Consti-
tution and proclaimed a new
republic with Buddhism as the
statereligion. All thiswas done
through the instrumentality of
a Constituent Assembly which
had earlier rejected the pro-
posals submitted by the Tamil
United FrontledbyMr.S.J.V.—
Chelvanayagam for a federal
constitution. Mr.Chelv-anay-
agam resigned his seat in Par-
liament and re-contested to
seek a mandate for an inde-
pendent Tamil state. On his re-
election by an overwhelming
majority he declared:

“Throughout the ages the Sin-
halese and Tamils in the country
lived as distinct sovereign peo-
ple till they were brought under
foreign domination. It should be

remembered that the Tamils were
in the vanguard of the struggle
forindependence in the full con-
fidence that they also will regain
their freedom. We have for the
last25 yearsmade every effortto
secure our political rights on the
basis of equality with the Sin-
halese in a united Ceylon.Itisa
regrettable fact that successive
Sinhalese governments have
used the power that flows from
independence to deny us our
fundamentalrights and reduce
us to the position of a subject
people.

These governments have
been able to do so only be using
against the Tamils the sover-
eignty common to the Sinhalese
and the Tamils. I wish to an-
nounce tomy people and to the
country that I consider the ver-
dict at this election as a man-
date that the Tamil Eelam na-

tion should exercise the sover-
eignty already vested in the
Tamil people and become free.
On behalf of the Tamil United
Front, I give you my solemn
assurance that we will carry
out this mandate.”

In May 1976 the First Na-
tional Convention of the Tamil
United Liberation Front led by
Mr.S.J.V.Chelvanayagam re-
solved:

“The National Convention
ofthe Tamil United Liberation
Front meeting at Pannakam
(Vaddukoddai Constituency)
on the 14th day of May 1976,
hereby declaresthatthe Tamils
of Ceylon, by virtue of their
greatlanguage, their religions,
their separate culture and her-
itage, their history ofindepend-
ent existence as a separate state
over adistinct territory for sev-

eral centuriestill they were con-
quered by the armed might of
the European invaders, and
above all by their will to exist
asaseparateentityruling them-
selves in their own territory,
are a nation distinct and apart
from the Sinhalese and this
Convention announced to the
world that the Republican Con-
stitution of 1972 has made the
Tamils a slave nation ruled by
the new colonial masters, the
Sinhalese, who are using the
power they have wrongly
usurped to deprive the Tamil
nationofitsterritory,language,
citizenship, economic life, op-
portunities of employment and
education, thereby destroying
all attributes of nationhood of
the Tamil people, and there-
fore... Thisconventionresolves
that therestoration and recon-
stitution of the Free, Sover-
eign, Secular Socialist State of
Tamil Eelambased on theright
of self determination inherent
to every nation has becomein-
evitable in order to safeguard
the very existence of the Tamil
nation in this country.”

oint Statement of

Tamil delegation to

the Thimpu Talks,

17 August 1985:

“As early as 1928,
the Donoughmore Commission
recommended the establishment
of Provincial Councils on the
ground that it was desirable that
alarge part of the administrative
work of the centre should come
into the hands of persons resi-
dentinthe districts and thus more
directly incontact with the needs
of the area. Twelve years later
the Executive Committee of Lo-
cal Administration chaired by
the late S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike,
considered the proposal of the
Donoughmore Commission and
in 1940, the State Council (the
legislature approved the estab-
lishment of Provincial Councils.
But nothing was in fact done,
though in 1947, on the floor of
the House of Representatives,
the late S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike
again declared his support for
the establishment of Provincial
Councils.

In1955, the Choksy Commis-
sionrecommended the establish-
ment of Regional Councils to
take over the functions that were
exercised by the Kacheries and
inMay 1957, the government of
the late S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike
presented adraftof the proposed
Bill for the establishment of Re-
gional Councils.

Subsequently, in July 1957,
the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayag-
am Pact made provision for di-
rect clection to Regional Coun-
cils and also provided that the
subjects covered by Regional

Councils shall include agricul-
ture, cooperatives, lands andland
development, colonisation and
education. The Pacthoweverdid
not survivethe opposition of sec-
tions of the Sinhala people which
included the United National
Party.

InJuly 1963, the government
of Mrs. Bandaranaike declared
that early considcration’ would
be given to the question of the
establishment of District Coun-
cils to replace the Kacherics and
the govemment appointed aCom-
mittce on District Councils and
the report ofthis Committce con-
taining a draft of the proposcd
Bill to establish District Coun-
cils but again nothing was infact
done.

In 1965, the government of
the late Dudley Senanayake de-
clared thatit would give ‘eamest
consideration’ to the establish-
ment of District Councils and in
1968 a draft Bill approved by the
Dudley Senanayake Cabinetwas
presented as a White Paper and
this Bill provided for the estab-
lishment of District Councils.
This time round, the opposi-
tion to the Bill was spearhead-
ed by the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party which professed to fol-
low the policies of the late
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike who
himself had in 1940, 1947 and
again in 1957, supported the
establishment of Provincial/
Regional Councils. In view of
the opposition the Dudley Sen-
anayake government withdrew
the Bill that it had presented.

More than 50 years have
passed since 1928 and we have
moved from Provincial Councils
to Regional Councils and from
Regional Councils to District
Councils and now from District
Councils back to District/Pro-
vincial Councils.

We have had the ‘early con-
sideration’ of Mrs. Srimavo
Bandaranaike and the ‘eamest
consideration’ of thclate Dudley
Senanayake.

There has been no shortage
of Committees and Commis-
sions, of reports and recom-
mendations but that which was
lacking was the political will to
recognise the existence of the
Tamil nation.

And simultaneous with this
process of broken pacts and
dishonoured agreements, the
Tamil people were subjected

to an ever widening and deep-
ening national oppression
aimed at undermining the in-
tegrity of that Tamil nation.

The four basic principles that
we have set out at the Thimpu
talks as the necessary frame-
work for any rational dialogue
with the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment are not some mere theo-
retical constructs.

They represent the hard ex-
istential reality of the struggle
of the Tamil people for their
fundamental and basic rights.
It is a struggle which initially
manifested itselfin the demand
for afederal constitutionin the
1950s and later in the face of a
continuing and increasing op-
pression and discrimination,
found logical expressionin the
demand for the independent
state of Tamil Eelam.

Itisastrugglein which thou-
sands of Tamils have died and
many thousands morehavelost
their properties and their
meansoflivelihood - they have
died and they have suffered so
that their brothers and sisters
may liveinequality and in free-
dom.

And so, we declare here at
Thimpu, without rancour, and
withpaticnce, that we shall spcak
at Thimpu, or for that matter

-anywhere else, on behalf of the

Tamil nation or not at all. And
we call upon the Sri Lankan
Government to statc uncquivo-
cally, whether it is prepared to
enter into a rational dialogue on
the basis of the framework set
out by the cardinal principles
enunciatcd by us at these talks.’’
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*““The Army had more than
enough on its plate when Pre-
mier Chandrika Kumaratun-
gainaninterview withthe BBC
(on Monday 17 October) ac-
cused the soldiers at the top in
Colombo, not at the base, of
preferring war to peace. The
Premier was answering the ques-
tion ‘One of the army’s main
concems is that they don’t want
arepetition of whathappenedin
thelast round of talks, when they
withdrew from territory which
they later had to regain at heavy
cost. Can youensure thatdoesn’t
happen again?’ The PM an-
swered, ‘Well, we will have to
see practically that it doesn’thap--
pen again. And I think one of
the causes last time was that
the previous government did
not have sufficient control of
its armies. And as you know,
most armies are - well, they
prefer war to peace. Not the
soldiers at the base, but those
who arein Colombo at the top.
We hope and we believe that
we have better control of our
armies and we will not permit
them to do what they think is
right.”’ (RTF Security Report,
Sri Lanka State Controlled Sun-
day Observer,23 October 1994)

‘“‘Asked (atthe 17 October Press
Conference) why the LTTE was
continuing with their attacks(the
Premier) replied that the LTTE
had told the Government peace
mission that... the attack on the
‘Sagarawardene’ was prompt-
ed by an Army attack in the
East in which 10 to 12 of the
best LTTE cadres were lost.
Asked by George Amey (the
BBCcorrespondent) whether she
did not think this LTTE propa-
ganda, she replied that there

were always two sides to a sto-

ry. - (Ajit Samaranayake writ-
ing in the Sri Lanka State Con-
trolled Sunday Observer,23 Oc-
tober 1994)
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Chandrika and the Army

‘“Tension mounted between
Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister and
armed forces commanders after
she charged thattheymight try to
sabotage her efforts to end dec-
adesofethnic blood shed ...Sen-
ior officers expressed disgust
at Prime Minister Chandrika
Kumaratunga’s remarks that
the Sri Lanka military currently
battling Tamil Tiger rebels was
a ‘government unto itself” and
that she would not tolerate such
an attitude.... a defence analyst
said that the P.M. had spoken a
‘load of rubbish’. ‘If you don’t
find a solution (to the ethnic
conflict) very soon, the (army)
guns are going to turn 180 de-
grees. You can’t be boxing your
troops in camps and go on in-
sulting them.”” (AFP Report, 19
October 1994)

““Over the
years, a par
ticularly bel-
ligerent and
blood thirsty
element has

grown within
the officer
corps of the
Sinhalese

army, nav
and air force’

“Over the years, a par-
ticularly belligerent and
blood thirsty element has
grown within the officer
corps of the Sinhalese
army, navy and air force.
The rank and file, often re-
cruited from the poorer sec-
tions of Sinhalese society, are,
by comparison, increasingly
motivated to join by the car-
rot of economic incentives,
rather than ‘patriotism’: this
partly explains their poor per-
formance againstthe Tigers.

L

‘‘Prime Minister Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratungatold
a special press conference on 28
October that her government
has provided the security forces
with the basic facilities which
the previous regime failed to give.
The Prime Minister said that the
first thing this government did
before starting the process of
reducing the hardships of the
people of Jaffna was to improve
the conditions of the forces...
She added: ‘I have full confi-
dence in the security forces.
They have been supportive of
the peace process.””’ (Sinhala
controlled Newslankapublished
in London, 5 November 1994)

‘“‘Some journalists at Lake
House received a telephone call
from the Prime Minister’s office
on Thursday evening (28 Octo-
ber) not to send out any newspa-
pers without the story giving the
Prime Minister’s views on the
Security Forces. By this time at
least 50,000 copies of the Daily
News, Dinamina and Thinaka-
ran had been printed. The order
from the Prime Minister’s of-
fice was to withhold all those
copies and print the paper
afresh with the Prime Minis-
ters story... >’ (Political Corre-
spondent, Sinhala owned Sri
Lanka Sunday Times, 6 Novem-
ber 1994)

But many officers havea vest-
ed interest in perpetuating
the war, to which they owe
every thing from public im-
portance to economic afflu-
ence (the latter frequently
through various forms of war
related profiteering and cor-
ruption).

Many of these hardline el-
ements were in the forefront
of the campaign to extermi-
nate the Sinhalese ultrana-
tionalist Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) a few years
back, and are greatly frus-
trated by lack of similar suc-

cess against a demonised -

LTTE.They will probably find

‘I HAVE FULL CONFIDENCE IN
THE SECURITY FORCES:PM. The
banner headline in the state
run Daily News became in turn
the lead item in the Friday
morning bulletin of the state
owned Sri Lanka Broadcast-
ing Corporation (SLBC).
Prime Minister Chandrika Ku-
maratunga of thenewly elected
Peoples Alliance (PA)had been
rudely awakened, it would ap-
pear, to the facts of life and
political realities in a war torn
little island.In little over a dec-
ade, the army had grown and
grown; a ceremonial army has
become a professional force, an
institution. Quantity has led to
qualitative change. For the Paris
educated Chandrika and herhigh
I1.Q. counsellors, all members of
Colombo’s academic elite, two
months have been an instant
leaming process...(the) war has
not only militarised southern
(Sinhala) society but given the
army a decision makingrole, a
seat in the security council and
a quasi veto on all matters of
war and peace.’’ (Sinhala jour-
nalist Mervyn de Silva in Sinha-
la owned Lanka Guardian)

allies among ultra chauvinist
Buddhist clergymen, corrupt
bureaucrats, and most danger-
ously, the Sinhalese political es-
tablishment, especially the UNP
old guard.

Recall that a year ago, sep-
tuagenarian UNP President
Wijetunga proclaimed that
no ethnic problem (just a ‘ter-
rorist’ one) existedin SriLan-
ka and ordered the armed
forces command to retake
Jaffna militarily. The likes of
Wijetunga and his adviser, the
octogenarianJ.R.Jayawardene,
are understandably apprehen-
sive that a just and peaceful
resolution of the crisis will con-

““A top ranking Defence
Ministry official told the Sun-
day Times this week that the
purchase(fromRussia) ofthree
giant Antonov transport air-
craft, eight transport helicop-
ters, more than 200 armoured
personnel carriers and two
large ships was going ahead...
This deal (for US$70) was orig-
inally signed in July after De-
fence Secretary General Hamil-
ton Wanasinghe personallyled a
team of officials to Russia..
However when the People’s Al-
liance government came into
office, one ofiits first acts wasto
suspend payments on the deal
chargingthatit had been fraud-
ulent. The PA had earlier criti-
cised the deal when it was in the
opposition... Prime Minister
Chandrika Kumaratunga herself
stopped the deal after consulting
the new Deputy Defence Minis-
ter, Lt.Colonel Anuraddha Rat-
watte... Theinsinuation that the
new government was making
was that top Defence Ministry
officials had played out the
country... (Also)... Air Force
Chief, Air Marshall Oliver Ra-
nasinghe has publicly gone on
record as saying that he had
enough transport aircraft... Why
then are three Antonov aircraft
and 8 helicopters being bought?”’
(Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sun-
day Times, 6 November 1994)

sign them, and the policies
they pursued to the dust bin
of history.

Though temporarily sulk-
ing and defensive, this cabal
is far from spent, and their
mischief making potential
should not be under estimat-
ed. Recent attacks (usual-
ly against civilian targets)
by the armed forces in the
north seem designed to
provoke large scale LTTE
retaliation, which would
vitiate the climate for ne-
gotiations.”” (Sumantra
Bose, Sinhala owried Lanka
Guardian, October 15,
1994)
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LOWards 8 Just 1Peace?

“One can envision thinking about devolution as points along a continuum, depending on how much power is actually
transferred to a governmental unit at alevel lower than the central government. At one end would be a unitary state with virtually no local autonomy,
except perhaps for garbage collection and the like. At the other... end of the continuum would be a completely independent Tamil Eelam, .... In
between range a virtual endless variety of options. The key factors are 1) how much power is actually devolved, and 2)
the size of the unit being given power.

With regard to “how much power...”, questions which have to be resolved include, for example: Is the unit going to have its own police force and/
or army? If yes, who will have control over hiring and firing of these people? In what language is the business of government and the courts to be
conducted? Will the unit be allowed to have its own court system? If yes, who will appoint the judges? Who will decide questions of land and land
settlement? How much power will the central government have over the operation of the government in the unit? If the centre doesn’t like the
government of the unit, can it remove that government? Under what conditions? Will there be conditions under which the centre will be allowed
torule the unit directly? What will be the language of instruction in the schools? Will the unit be allowed to have commercial representation abroad?
Will it be allowed to have diplomatic representation? Will it have a separate currency? Will it be tied economically in some way to the central
government? These and thousands of questions like these will have to be agreed upon before any settlement is reached...

The LTTE ... want the Tamils to achieve a settlement as far to the (right) on the continuum as they can...”
(Prof. Marshall R. Singer of the University of Pittsburgh ‘Alternative solutions to the Tamil, Sinhalese ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka’ in 1991)

“In all talks, we have placed
the interests of our people at
the forefront. We have em-
phasised that our people
seek to live in peace, with
dignity and with due recogni-
tion of th-eir rights. It Is be-
cause Sinhala Governments
have refused to recognise
our people’s true, reasona-
ble, basic and fundamental
rights and dispense Justice,
that talks have failed. Time
and again It is the Tamil peo-
ple who have been deceived
by Sinhala Governments. Ti-
me and again, it is Sinhala
Governments who have bro-
ken agreeme-nts, dishon-
oured assurances and
breached the trust placed on
them by the Tamil people-No-
body can deny this historical
truth. If the new Government
has resolutely determined
that it will accede to the rea-
sonable demands of the
Tamil people and that it will
dispense justice, then the
new Government need not be
afraid (that the talks will break
down).” = is

“Mr.Karikalan, leader of the
LTTE delegation to the Peace
Talks, told a press briefing
after the first round of talks
(in Jaffna in October 1994)
that the LTTE would partici-
pate in the talks withan ‘open
mind’ - this was the message
of Tamil Eelam leader, Velu-
pillai Plrabakaran.” - Sri Lan-
ka State controlled Sunday Ob-
server, 16 October 1994
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Centralised iStri

units: local authorities for

Provincial Councils

towns and villages

units: provinces with
possible N-E merger

power:
control at centre

power: devolution of very
limited legislative power
with executive power &

contol in centre

Sri Lanka
Constitutions 1948,1971,
1977

13th Amendment to Sri
Lanka Constitution
1987

“Whilst the (Soulbury) Com-
mission was in Ceylon (in
1944), the speeches of certain
Sinhalese politicians calling for
solidarity of the Sinhalese and %
threatening the suppression of
the Tamilsemphasised the need
for constitutional safeguards on
behalf of that and other minor- {
ities... in the light of later hap-
penings, I now think it is a
pity that the Commission did
not also recommend the en-
trenchment in the constitu-
tion of guarantees of funda-
mental rights...”° (Lord Soul-
bury, Chairman of Soulbury
Commission writing in 1963 -
Preface to B.H.Farmer: Cey-
lon a Divided Nation)

““The Bandaranaike govern-
ment had directed that unless
a Tamil publicservant passed |
a proficiency test in Sinhala |
instagesover three years,his
annual increment would be
suspended andhewould eyen-
tually be dismissed.
Mr.Kodiswaran, aTamilin thie

““The 13th Amendment has
created Provincial Ministers
who will not exercise execu-
tive power and a Provincial
Govemor (appointed by the
Sri LankaPresident) who will
exercise executive powerinin
the province.Ithascreated a
Provincial Council without
control of planning, without
control of the provincial
budget, without control of
police and publicorder with-
in the province, without con-
trol of disposition of state
land within the province,
without control of higher ed-
ucation and whose remain-
ing meagre legislative pow-
ers are subject to the over
riding will of the Central Par-
liament. And the provisions of
the Provincial Councils Act it-
selfmay be amended from time
to time by a simple majority of
members present and voting in
Parliament!”’ (Nadesan Saty-
endra: 13th Amendment to Sri
Lanka Constitution, 1989)

executive clerical service.. sued
the government on the ground
that .. the Official Language
Act of 1956 transgressed the
prohibition againstdiscrimina-
tion provided for in section 29
of the Constitution... Mr.Kodiswaran appealed to the Privy
Council in London... The Sri Lanka government thereupon
abolished appeals to the Privy Council. And the Republican
Constitution of 1972 did away with the safeguards for minor-
ities enshrined in the original section 29.”” (Walter Schwarz: -
Minority Rights Group 1983 Report)

“The whole world is providing arms and funds to our ene
own legs, on our own soil, with our own people and fight with
we stand upright without bowing to the pressures of others
want a permanent, stable and honourable peace. One day w
the hand of friendship.” - from the Address by Tamil Eelam leac
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¢ There is a need to recognise that the deep divisions between the Sri Lanka government and the Tamil
_people cannot be resolved by the use of force against Tamil resistance. The Tamil population in the North and East of the
island, who have lived from ancient times within relatively well defined geographical boundaries in the north and east of the island, share an ancient
heritage, a vibrant culture, and a living language which traces its origins to more than 2500 years ago. ...Before the advent of the British...., separate
kingdoms existed for the Tamil areas and for the Sinhala areas in the island. The Tamil people and the Sinhala people were brought within the
confines of one state for the first time by the British in 1833. After the departure of the British in 1948, an alien Sinhala people speaking a language
different to that of the Tamils and claiming a separate and distinct heritage has persistently denied the rights and fundamental freedoms of the Tamil '
people. .. It is ...our view that the Secretary General should consider invoking his good offices with the aim of contributing to the establishment
of peace inthe island of Sri Lanka through respect for the existence of the Tamil homeland in the NorthEast of the island of Sri Lanka and recognition
for the right of the Tamil people to freely determine their political status.” - Joint Statement of 17 Non Governmental
Organisations at the 50th Sessions of UN Commission on Human Rights, February 1994

YUmnmified..

Centralised Federation

Confederal

Free Association

units: Tamil Eelam
& Sri Lanka

units: Tamil Eefam
& SriLanka

power: shared but with
over riding control in
centre

- like India

“‘Next on the continuum,
thereare various forms of de
jure federalism. One of the 17
more limited forms is that ; |
which prevails in India.
There the individual states
do have significant power,
but the central government
does have the right to sus-
pend the state government
and to rule from the centre.
In the event of a conflict be-
tween the centre and the
states, it is the centre that
prevails. This is the most
devolution of power the In- |
dian government wants to '
see the Tamils get in Sri
Lanka...”’(Prof. Marshall R.
Singer of the Graduate School
of Public and International ’
Affairs, University of Pitts-
burgh writing about ‘Alter-
native solutions to the Tamil,
Sinhalese ethnic conflict in
Sri Lanka’ in 1991)

ot principle but also of power-..

Ve are not begging from the world. We stand firm on our
ywn hands. Since we are firmly rooted in our own strength
-are not war mongers. We are not lovers of violence. We
sur enemy knocks at our doors for peace, we will extend
lupillai Pirabakaran on Maha Veerar Thinam, November 1992

units: Tamil Eelam
& Sri Lanka

power: shared equally at
centre and exercised directly

within confederating units

“‘Sri Lankans ought to take comfort from the way the new
world is turning. Everywhere, people are accepting novel
solutions to old problems...There are 1990s-style alternatives
from “one country two systems” to the Confederal Union of
Sovereign Soviet Republics. Autonomy now comes in many
shades. The old world confederation has been dusted off and

“ | applied liberally in Canada, Czechoslovakia and the Central

Asianrepublics...

Centralised unitary states work well only in homogenous
societies: ... Sri Lankan leaders privately acknowledge this.

power: political and eco-
nomic independence, but
free association for com-
mon objectives

Strong central governmentswith delegated provincial author- | -~

ity are not much better as models: ...

In a confederal system, Sinhalese and Tamil parts would
have democratically elected parliaments, but there would be no
elected national government. ...In Sri Lanka a committee of the
two legislatures could control the rupee, capital markets,
interest rates, internal trade, external tariffs. Another could
look after foreign affairs, membership of international organ-
isations, telecommunications and overseastransport and avia-
tion. Coordinating bodies would harmonise the two states’
social and administrative responsibilities - including taxation,
police forces, railways, energy, industry, irrigation and agri-
culture. ..

..The army thinks, as good soldiers should, of defeat of the
enemy... .. To be sure, taking a detached view is very hard ...
But thoughtful Sri Lankans should try... Colombo has to make
up its mind, not so much about the methods of secessionists, but
the will to secede. If it is to be war, they should prepare for a
long one...

No one can ever go wrong by asking the people. The value of
plebiscites is never appreciated enough - and not Just in Sri
Lanka. ..Perhaps the Sinhalese are more willing to try the
federal or confederal solution than the army and the politicians
imagine... In the end it is Sinhalese, not Tamils, who must
answer the question: IsTamil Eelam worth dying for?(Asiaweek
Editorial Comment, 30 September 1991)
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“The Tamil people know only too well that it is the determined resistance led by Velupillai Pirabakaran and the
LTTE that has moved Sri Lanka to the negotiating table . The presence of the LTTE flag at the negotiating table
was no childish prank. It was an open assertion of the equality of status of the two parties to the talks.Again, the
arrangement of the tables for the negotiations made clear that LTTE did not come as supplicants for favours and
concessions at the Sinhala master’s table, but as representatives of a free people seeking to negotiate a just
peace... After ail, as always, form and content go together” '

SINHALA CHAUVINISM

he Sinhala owned Sri
Lanka Sunday Island
has bared its Sinhala
chauvinist fangs at the pros-
pect of meaningful peace talks
between the LTTE and the Sri
Lanka Government.

That Sinhala chauvinism
which masquerades as ‘SriLan-
ka nationalism’ was angered by
the presence of the LTTE flag
at the negotiating table at the
Peace talks in Jaffna on 13 Oc-
tober 1994 was ofcourse un-
derstandable. But that anger
appears also to have confused.
The Sri Lanka Sunday Island,
once owned by the late Upali
Wijewardene and now run by
Mrs.Bandaranaike’s brother,
(and for which ex PLOTE ideo-
logue TARAKT s a regular paid
columnist) appears unable to
decide whether the LTTE flag
in the conference room was an
‘ominous sign’ or whether the
whole episode was a ‘childish

nised by the Sri Lanka Govern-

ment negotiators... The Govern- -

ment owes an explanation to all
Sri Lankans for this stupid act of
our negotiators. Some may argue
that we are making a big issue
over a minor matter of the display
of a flag and what matters most is
the fundamental objective of bring-
ing peace....(But) recognition of
the flag of a group whose objec-
tiveis the creation of a separate
state is tantamount to recogni-
tion of a new state... What went
wrong here is perhaps the compo-
sition of the delegationitself. They
are indeed all honourable gentle-
men having distinguished them-
selves in their professions. But
apart from Mr.Lionel Fernando,
the rest have no experience in ne-
gotiations of this kind quite apart
from negotiating with the wily Ti-
gers. Ms.Kumaratunga by select-
ing her own confidantes was per-
haps sending a direct message to
the LTTE. She did not want to
traverse the beaten track by send-
ing diplomats or soldiers who will

‘Some may argue that we are
making a big issue over a minor
matter of the display of a flag...
(but) recognition of the flag of a
group whose objectiveis the cre-
ation of a separate state is tan-
tamount to recognition of a new
state...”

The abusive tone of the Sinhala
owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island’s
diatribe reflects the unbridled
chauvinism that runs deep in sec-
tions of the Sinhala body politic. It
is a Sinhala chauvinism which is
running scared at the prospectof a
peaceful resolution of the conflict
on terms which recognise the in-
herent equality, of the Tamil peo-
ple, as a people, with the Sinhala

people, as a people.

But in the same way as Pres-
ident D.B.Wijetunga’s denial of
the ‘ethnic conflict’ served only
to unite the Tamil people be-
hind the LTTE, the Sunday Is-
land’s intemperate attack on
Tamil Eelam leader Velupillai

BEARS ITS FANGS

prank’by the LTTE and itslead-
er.

On 16 October 1994, the Sun-
day Island declared editorially:

*“The front page picture of the
Sunday Island is one of negotia-
tors of the Sri Lanka Government
and those of the LTTE ina confer-
ence room with the flag of the
LTTE in the centre... We take
this as an ominous sign... The
government negotiators most of
whom are ncophytes in dealing
with the LTTE perhaps did not
know that the LTTE flaghad been
declared by the LTTE as the flag
of (Tamil) Eclam in 1991. It is
elementary knowledge that at in-
ternational confcrences where na-
tion states participate the national
flags of participating nations arc
displaycd and given equal promi-
nence. Since the LTTE at best
could only be recogniscd as a mil-
itant group, there was no necd to
have any flag in the conference
room. But the LTTE apparently
has got away with it and could
show the world the flag of
(Tamil) Eelam has been recog-

be guided by their professional
instincts. All that can be appre-
ciated but the interests off the
nationshould never beatrisk...”’

One week later the Sunday
Island continued to ventiits spleen
- but thistime, not on the Sri Lanka
delegation but on Velupillai Pira-
bakaran and the LTTE. It fumed
editorially on 23 October 1994
‘“...the LTTE staged juvenile
prankssuch as presenting an Eelam
Guard of Honour and placinga so
called Eclam flag in between the
negoliating tables. While such
childish pranks may boost the ju-
venile ego of Mr. Vel-upillai Pira-
bakaran and even some of the so
called sophisticated party theore-
ticians, they doembarrass the Gov-
emment and impede negotiations.
The government must be firm and
indicate that they would not suc-
cumbtosuchnonscnse.’’ The ‘om-
inous sign’ that had put the
interests of the nation atrisk on
16 October had become a mere
‘childish prank’ by 23 October!
Again if it was all a ‘childish
prank’ why did the Sunday Is-
land pontificate on 16 October:

Pirabakaran will serve only to
increase Tamil support for the
Liberation Tigers. The Tamil
people know only too well that it
isthedetermined resistance led
by Velupillai Pirabakaran and
the LTTE that has moved Sri
Lanka to the negotiating table.
The presence of the LTTE flag
at the negotiating table was no
childish prank. It was an open
assertion of the equality of sta-
tus of the two parties to the
talks. Again, the arrangement
of the tables for the negotia-
tions made clear that LTTE did
not come as supplicants for fa-
vours or concessions at the Sin-
hala master’s table, but as rep-
resentatives of a free people
seeking to negotiate a just and
lasting peace. The arrangement
of the tables also marked an
end to the long running round
table farce.

At the Paris talks for peacein
Viet Nam there were several
months of discussions about the
shape of the table- round,
square or rectangle. Nobody
suggested then that either the
United States or Viet Nam was

being childish. After all, as
always, form and content go
together. The vituperative at-
tack launched by the Sinhala
owned SriLanka Sunday Island
serves as a timely reminder to
the Tamil people, of the politi-
calreality that the late Sathasi-
vam Krishnakumar spoke
about, some three years ago:*..
Sinhala chauvinism which was
nurtured by Sinhala politicians
for their electoral advantage has
grown into a Frankenstein mon-
ster which now has the power to
destroy and make politicians.
This we understand very well.”
(The late Sathasivam Krishna-
kumar in an interview with Mel-
bourne 3CR in 1991)

“‘General Secretary of the People’s Alliance and Minister of
- Agriculture, Lands and Forests, D.M.Jayaratne... said his gov-
4 emment was not concerned about various terminolgies being
used to describe the form of devolution that should be granted to
the Tamil people in the North-East. ‘It is our intention to re-
demarcate the boundaries of the North-East...” Mr.Jayaratne
said that terminologies such as Federalism etc were of no
relevance to Sri Lanka. “We do not need to adopt any particular
form of devolution adopted by any particular country. It would
be nice if we devolve power the Sri Lanka way....””’(Sinhala
owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island, 23 October 1994)

“The Jaffna genius can be seen in the brilliance of the
LTTE....; they have established weapons factories, boat-
yards and even eratz cement plant and are even said to be
developing light aircraft; they have waged war with due
planning, taking into account political factors as well as the
capabilities of their fighters. The LTTE might be said to
represent the acme of ‘appropriate warfare’, on analogy
with ‘appropriate technology’.”’ (Vinod Moonesinghe, Sinha-
la Member of Kotte Urban Council writing in the Sri Lanka
State Controlled Sunday Observer, 23 October 1994)

“Today no sensible government will agree to a ceasefire
= with the LTTE. No sensible individual, military, political,
academic or otherwise should advocate a ceasefire with the
LTTE.” (Defence Correspondent, Sinhala owned Sri Lanka :
’;% Sunday Times16 October 1994)
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or just a Peace Offensive?

continued from front page

Liberation Tigers. Deputy Defence Minister Anurad-
dhaRatwatte speaking to the Sinhala Sri Lanka Army at
Palaly camp in Jaffna during the week ending 9 Septem-
ber declared:

‘“ There are many (Tamils) who do not want this
war. Such people must be encouraged. That’s why we
decided to partially lift the embargo.’’ (Report in
Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island, 11 September
1994)

“It appears that to some of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s advisers, the
peace process is simply a continuation -
of war by other means, with the objective
remaining the same - the annihilation of
the LTTE. Their blinkered vision pre-

vents them from seeing that the Libera-
tion Tigers are not separate from the
Tamil people. They refuse to understand
that, infact, the Liberation Tigers simply
embody the determined spirit of Tamil
resistance to decades of oppressive
Sinhalarule.”

. Two weeks later, Deputy Defence Minister, An-
uraddha Ratwatte, added, with unconscious humour:

‘“We have much esteem for those (Quisling) Tamil
militants who have joined the mainstream. We must
encourage the LTTE also to do the same.” (Sinhala
owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island, 18 September 1994)

The Defence Correspondent of the Sinhalaowned Sri
Lanka Sunday Times writing on 13 November 1994,
after Chandrika Kumaratunga’s victory in the Presiden-
tial polls, was somewhat more explicit:

“What are the options Ms.Kumaratunga has of
dealing with the LTTE insurgency? Essentially, she
will be forced to negotiate with the LTTE as that is the
only way she could govern Sri Lanka. She should
adopt a multipronged approach. As proposed by secu-
rity specialists, she should continue to negotiate but
keep the pressure on the LTTE by pressurizing the
army to walk into Jaffna. She should restructure the
armed forces with more innovative and daring men
replacing those who stick to the conventional rules of
fighting an unconventional enemy. She should em-
power the north-eastern Tamils through a series of
constitutional reforms that will weaken popular Tamil
support for the LTTE. The strongest card the leader
can use is the India factor - the fact that India will
bring Pirabakaran to trial for the assassination of
Rajiv Gandhi.”’

Further, RTF writing his Security Report in the Sri
Lanka State Controlled Sunday Observeron 13 Novem-
ber 1993 was at pains to emphasise the ‘consultative’
role of the armed services and the importance of the new
President maintaining close links with them:

““Analysts feel that the ascent to the Presidency by
Mrs.Chandrika Kumaratunga, who consulted the secu-
rity forces personnel before lifting the embargo on
some of the items not being sent to the North, would
create a better working atmosphere for theforces if she
was to maintain a close link with them.”’

It appears therefore that to some of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga’sadvisers, the peace proc-

ess is simply a continuation of war by other means,
with the objective remaining the same - the annihilat-
ion of the LTTE. Their blinkered vision prevents
them from seeing that the Liberation Tigers are not
separate from the Tamil people. They refuse to un-
derstand that, in fact, the Liberation Tigers simply
embody the determined spirit of Tamil resistance
to decades of oppressive Sinhala rule. They refuse to
understand the political reality that Sunmantra Bose
spelt out in the Lanka Guardian of 15 October 1994:

‘““The Tigers have proved to be an extraordinarily
formidable and resilient organisation over the past dec-
ade. Today they control some 85% of the north..... where
they have established a de facto state withits own police
force, judiciary, taxation structure, education depart-
ment, transportation system and information and broad-
casting networks. They have also consolidated signifi-
cant popular legitimacy by aggressively opposing vari-
ous social ills and inequities, such as caste oppression
and the subordination of women... effective Tamil oppo-
sition to the LTTE remains almost non existent... also,
because a sorry record of criminality, ‘collaboration’
and opportunism has debased the anti LTTE groups in
the eyes of the Tamil population. As an Indian Peace
Keeping General found in Jaffna ‘Eelam has taken
firm root as an idea and the LTTE was firmly
established in the consciousness of the Tamils.. (as
their) sole saviour, fighter, hero and representative.’’

Peace, like everything else, comes in different sizes
and shapes. There is the peace of the graveyard and the
peace of servile surrender. There is the peace of
appeasement and peace with honour. There is also
lasting peace - lasting because it is just. But what does
justice mean? An empty platitude devoid of mean-
ing? A meaningless cliche meaning anything and
everything? A useful weapon in the politician’s ar-
moury of rhetoric? High sounding morality which
servesto cloak the pursuit of mean political advantage?

What does justice mean ? Was it just thatin 1956 the
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike government passed the Sinhala
only law? Was it just that the then Sinhala leader of the
Opposition, J.R.Jayawardene should have campaigned
against the 1957 Bandaranaike-Chelvanayagam Pact
which had made provision for one regional council for
the north-east? Was it just that he should have declared
that ‘the time had come for the whole Sinhala race to

Bandarainaike crushed a peaceful Satyagraha cam-
paign by sending the Sinhala army to Jaffna? Was it just.
that the then Sinhala leader of the Opposition,
Mrs.Srimavo Bandaranaike campaigned against the
Dudley Senanayake-Chelvanayagam Agreementof 1965
which provided that land grants in the north-east should
be made firstly to the local landless? Was it just that the
Dudley Senanayake government reneged on the Dudley
Senanayake-Chelvanayagam Agreement of 1965 and
scuttled the District Councils Bill which sought to
devolve some minimal powers to district authorities?

Was it just that the coalition government led by
Mrs.Srimavo Bandaranaike rejected the proposals for
federalism submitted by the Tlankai Thamil Arasu Katchi
leader, Mr.S.J.V.Chevanayagam to the Constituent
Assembly in 19717 Was it just that the new 1972
Republican Constitution should change the name of the
country to (Sinhala) Sri Lanka, declare Buddhism as
the state religion, and do away with the safeguards for
minorities enshrined in section 29 of the Soulbury
Constitution? Was it just for the Srimavo Bandaranaike
government to introduce ‘standardisation’ of admis-
sions to Universitiesin 1972? Was it just that the armed
resistance of the Tamil people against decades of op-
pressive rule was met with the 1979 Prevention of
Terrorism Act - an Act which was described by the
International Commission of Jurists (British Section) as
an ‘ugly blot on the statute book’ of any civilised
country? Was it just that a genocidal attack was

“Butjustice is notan empty platitude. Itis the cry for justice that led thousands
of young Tamils to give their lives in a struggle for freedom from oppression. ..
Itis this determinationand this cry which has found an answering responsein the
hearts and minds of the Tamil people living in Tamil Eelam. Itis this determination
and this cry which has also found ananswering response inthe hearts and minds
of thousands upon thousands of Tamils living as refugees and wandering
nomads without a land, in many lands across the globe.”

fight without giving any quarter to save their birthright™?
Wasit just that Prime Minister S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike
subsequently abrogated an agreement that he had sol-
emnly entered into with the Tamil leader, Mr.S.J.V.—-
Chelvanayagam? Was it just that in 1958, pcaccful
Tamil protest at these actions of a Sinhala dominated
government was met with physical assault, rape and
killings of hundreds of Tamils by Sinhala goondas often
led by Sinhala politicians, so much so that Tarzie
Vittachi was impelled to write: ‘What arc we left with..
a nation in ruins and a momentous qucstion: Have the
Sinhalese and Tamils reached the parting of ways’? Was
it just that in 1961, the government of Mrs.Srimavo

launched on the Tamil people in 1983? Was it just
that no impartial inquiry was ever held to identify
and punish those who wereresponsible for the careful
planning and implementation of this genocide?

Was it just to imposc on the Tamil people the 1987
Indo Sri Lanka Accord, entered into behind their
backs? Was it just to impose on the Tamil pcoplein 1989
Provincial Councils with a Sinhala Governor and
without control of planning, without control of the
provincial budget, without control of police and pub-
lic order within the province, without control of

disposition of state land o
continued on page 8
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Towards 8 Just Peaee

or just a Peace Offensive?

“A meaningful peace process cannot begin without understanding not only the Tamil
mind but also the Tamil heart. It will be futile for any of President Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga’s advisers to believe that the peace process will be advanced by demonising the LTTE
or by trying to isolate the LTTE from the Tamil people.”

continued from page 7

within the province, without control of higher educa-
tion and whose remaining meagrelegislative powers
are subject to the over riding will of the Central
Parliament? Was it just for the Moonesinghe Select
Committee in 1993 to offer ‘federalism’ with ‘anod and
a wink’, within the confines of an unitary state and to
devolve onthe North-East the same powers as the seven
Sinhala dominated provinces in the rest of the island -
provinces that had at no time struggled for autonomy

TEXT OF LEAFLET

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the North,

Sunshine has begun to move into your lives to
light up the gloom of misery that you have suffered
all these years. As a start, a few rays of sunshine have
already moved into the north in the form of twenty-eight
commodities which have been liberated from the list of
banned items to the north.

Referring to the lifting of the ban, Prime Minister told
a Press Conference, ‘we are doing this to rebuild the
trust and confidence between the government and the
people inthe north’. Among the 28 items that have been
taken out of the banned list, and which would be so
welcomed by you dear sisters who are housewives, are
local and foreign soaps, tinned foods, coconut and
vegetable oils, chocolates of all types and varieties,
medicines, candies, school bags. plastic cans, kero-
sene, polythene and polythene bags, radios, and spare
parts, bicycles and tyres and tubes including boys' and
girls’ bicycles.

For your society and businesses in the north, there
would now be available different kind of timber. Solar
panels, audio cassettes, all types of paints rice-mill
spares, generators, engineoil, waterpumps and spares,
cement, motor vehicles, tyres andtubes, printing paper,
typing and duplicating paper, roneo and photo-copying
machines, surgical equipment, all available for your
people in the north.

Youdear sisters and brotherswilino doubtbe so
happy at having those commodities sent for you. It
is however only a beginning. The uitimate aim is to
bring total peace and development to your areas.
The government has stated that, ‘this is a prelimi-
nary to a series of steps the government intends to
take with the objective of bringing about a solution
to the north-east problem’.

Dear brothers and sisters, you will see that the
government has now shown a sincere intention to work
towards a lasting peace for you. But of course they
cannot do it alone. What is important is the co-operation
of the LTTE without which the govemnment's efforts will
remain futile. The LTTE has already responded by
liberating ten policemen that they held as prisoners.
They have also announced their willingness to begin
peace negotiations.

However dear brothers and sisters, we must not
forget that if peace negotiations fail fo take place ortake
place and then fails, it is you who would suffer most. So
what you have to do is to prevail upon the LTTE to
keep negotiating with the government, until peace
is achieved soon.

Your Hopeful Brothers and Sisters in the South

leave alone self determination? Was it just for the
Moonesinghe Select Committee in 1993 to deny the
existence of the Tamil homeland in the North-East ?

If all this was just, then justice would be an empty
platitude devoid of meaning. So much so that it would be
pointless entertaining hopes of securing a just peace by
talking with those who continue to insist that all this was
Jjust - because to them, justice means everything and
nothing,

But justice is not an empty platitude. It is the cry
for justice that led thousands of young Tamilsto give
their lives, and continue to give their lives, in a
struggle for freedom from oppression.

It will be idle and wrong to dismiss the cyanide
capsule in the hands of the Liberation Tigers as asimple
minded willingness of a suicide to die. As the late
Sathasivam Krishnakumar once remarked, a liber-
ation fighter values his life even more than an ordi-
nary civilian - certainly not less. But his willingness
to give up that which he values so highly is but a
measure of a fierce determination that cries out: ‘I
will not lose my freedom except with my life.’

It is this determination and this cry which has
found an answering response in the hearts and minds
of the Tamil people living in Tamil Eelam. It is this
determination and this cry which has found an an-
swering response in the hearts and minds of thou-
sands upon thousands of Tamils living as refugees
and wandering nomads without aland,in many lands
across the globe. It is this thyagam, it is this willing-
ness to suffer to bring about change which has made
Velupillai Pirabakaran and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam not simply the leaders of the Tamil
people but also the undying symbols of the Tamil
struggle for justice.

A meaningful peace process cannot begin without
understanding not only the Tamil mind but also the
Tamil heart. It will be futile for any of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s advisers to believe that
the peace process will be advanced by demonising the
LTTE or by trying to isolate the LTTE from the
Tamil people.

And here, let it be said that it is not enough to simply
tell the Sinhala people that the war in the North-East
cannot be continued without conscription. It is not
enough to tell them that the war in the North-East is
draining economic resources and hampering develop-
ment. It is not enough to tell them that the war is
unwinnable. It is necessary to tell them that the war
against the Tamil people is not only unwinnable but
also that it is unjust - and that it is unwinnable,
BECAUSE it is unjust. That it is unwinnable not
because the Sinhala security forceslack the requisite
resources or for that matter the necessary skills but
because the spirit of a people resisting alien rule of
their homeland cannot be suppressed.

In the words of Tamil Eelam Leader, Velupillai
Pirabakaran, ‘Sinhala thesam should understand
that a solution to the Tamil question cannot be found
by resort to war and by military suppression of the
Tamil people.” (BBC interview, September 1994)
That, then is the bottom line. So long as the Sinhala
people believe that amilitary solution remains anoption

“It is not enough to tell the
Sinhala people that the war in
the North-East cannot be con-
tinued without conscription. .. It
is not enough to tell them it is
unwinnable. It is necessary to
tellthemthatthe war against the
Tamil people is not only unwin-
nable but also that it is unjust -
and that it is unwinnable,
BECAUSE it is unjust. That it is
unwinnable notbecause the Sin-
hala security forceslack thereq-
uisite resources or for that mat-
ter the necesary skills but be-
cause the spirit of a people re-
sisting alien rule of their home-
land cannot be suppressed.”

)

should talks fail, so long as they believe that they can
conquer the Tamil homeland and rule a people against
their will (perhaps through quislings and collaborators),
so long will they fail to see the need to talk to the Tamil
people onequal terms. Solong also will they fail to see
the need to recognise the existence of the Tamil people,
as apeople, withahomeland and with the right to freely
choose theirpclitical status. So long also will they fail to
see the need to structure a polity where two peoples may
associate with each other in freedom. So long also will
they fail to see the force of reason in that which 17 non
governmental organisations told the UN Commissionon
HumanRights atits 50th Sessions in February this year:

““ There is a need to recognise that the deep
divisions between the Sri Lanka government and the
Tamil people cannot be resolved by the use of force
against Tamil resistance. The Tamil population in the
North and East of the island, who have lived from
ancient times within relatively well defined geograph-
ical boundaries in the north and east of the island,
share an ancient heritage, a vibrant culture, and a
living language which traces its origins to more than
2500 years ago. ...Before the advent of the British ...,
separate kingdoms existed for the Tamil areas and for
the Sinhala areas in the island. The Tamil people and
the Sinhala pecple were brought within the confines of
one state for the first time by the British in 1833. After
the departure of the British in 1948, an alien Sinhala
people speaking a language different to that of the
Tamils and claiming a separate and distinct heritage
has persistently denied the rights and fundamental
Jreedoms of the Tamil people. .. It is ...our view that
the Secretary General should consider invoking his
good offices with the aim of contributing to the estab-
lishment of peace in the island of Sri Lanka through
respect for the existence of the Tamil homeland in the
NorthEast of the island of Sri Lanka and recognition
Jor the right of the Tamil people to freely determine
their political status.”’

It is said that those who do not learn from history
are condemned to relive it. The peace process in the
island of Sri Lanka will be furthered only by learning
the lessons of the past. Justice is not an empty
platitude devoid of meaning.

trolled Sunday Observer, 30 October
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